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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


-Burzav or Inretucsnce anp Resrarcu (2) 


WEAT TEE SOVIET PEOPLE ARE BEING TOLD THROUGH SOVIET PRESS AND RADIO 
. OCTOBER 29 and 30 


1. Sumary 


The tom- τὰ content of Soviet domestic propaganda during October 30 
WES 6CT “15° : wLnorditative articles in Prevda and Izvestiya in which the 
gravity of the situation during the last few days was stressed and the 
“wisdom” emphasized of the Soviet decision to dismantle “installations 
on Cuoa depicted by the US as threatening its security." The Soviet 
press and radio attempted to give the impression that the whole world 
was grateful to the Soviet Union for its decision to pursue a “caln 
and statesmaniike™ role in the crisis. At the same time denunciations 
of the United States as an aggressor in Cuba were curtailed or softened, 
elthough some commentators still warned of the possible danger of “new 
provocations," against Cuba. Jamming of VOA broadcasts to the Soviet . 
people was much lighter than during the height of the crisis and seemed 


+o be returning to the normal pre~crisis level. 


2. Pravée Article, “From Positions of Reeson", Attermts to Credit. 
Xhrushchev_ with Avertine Nuclear Catastrophe - In an authoritative 
asticle in Pravda for October 30 (repented by Tass) Soviet correspondents 
Zhukov and Mayevsky credited the “coxposure and wisdom” of the Soviet 
government for reducing the danger for mankind, "which was on the brink 
of ἃ nuclear catastrophe." The iong article claimed that world opinion _.. 
end "the calm and segacious voice of reason, the voice of the Soviet 
governzent"™ (contained in Khrushchev's October 28 messege) had foiled 

the plans of the Pentagon to invade Cuba. - A clearer impression of how 
close tne situation had ὁ +o hostilities was given than in previous 
Soviet domestic news thé eat “relief” of the American people emphasized 
at the passing of the crisis. The article ended on a slight warning 

note stating that "the danger of fresh complications is not precluded” 
but could be avoided if the US proceeds from "yositions of reascn” 

end not frou “positions of streagth.” 


3. Izvestiya Editorial "Reason Prevails" - Izvestiya in aa editorial 
on Ostober 30 took essentially the same line as the above cditorial in 
Prevda exphasizing the closeness to which the world had come to ἃ war 
waich would not have been confined te the Cuban area alone. The “far 
sighted end wise course" of the Soviet Union was described as the "omy 
correct ontee wnich led to the beginning of the normalizatian of the 
situstion.” More details were givea on the “decisive step ef the Soviet 
Union whish foiled the aggressive plans of atteck on Cuba." This step 
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was ceseribed as "appropriate measures to halt the construction of 
instaliations on Cuba which the US depicted as threatening the security 
oz Ancrica and to diszantle these installations and return then to the 
Soviet Union." “All necessary conditions are et hand for complete 
liquidation of the conflict,". izvestiva states. Editorial ends by 
claiming world-vide gratitude Zor Sovict ection and etating that it 
would be premature to exclude the possibility of new*provoceaticons” 
eseinst Cubs. 


4. Soviet Domestic Broadcests Show Leck of Consistent Commentary on . 
2oth, Later Ermhasize Peaceful Role of Soviet Union = Altnough tre δος. 
of consistent com=cntary on the Khrushchevexennedy exchanges immediately 
following their publication indicated that Sovict propagandists may have 
been caught somewhat off base, the central theme of domestic’ radio 
propaganda later in the day and on October 30 centered on “the new 

peace initiative” of the Soviet Union which was bringing "world-wide 
gratitude and relief.” 
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5. Radio Moscow Tells of Wide Response in US to Khrushchev Dismsntiing- 


Message = Purporting to quote from an ecito:iel in the New York Tixes, 

the Moscow domestic rudio spoke of the “wide response in the United 

States" to Khrushchev's October 28 messsce. The Tises ia said to have 

called the message "an important contribution toward the preservation 

of world peace” and to have statcd that "the liquidation of the crisia, 
which bas shaken the world, cen become a turning point in the cold war.” © 


6. Radio Moscow Reduces Denunciations of US = Since the exchange of 

. Tessacges on October Moscow has srarply curteiled end softened ite 
cGemunciations of US “aggression” eseinst Cuba. The US is still blared 
for having started the Cuban crisis, however, and the domestic radio 
service veguely varns that the “enemies of peace will still stage provocse 
tions to increase international tension." 


Ἴ. Lifting of US Quarantine Fectually Reported by Tass - Late on October 


- 29 Tass wire services carried the brief ennouncement witacut comment 
that the US would lift the Cuban "blockade". for two days during Ὁ Thant's 


visit. \ 


8. Jamning ~ According to a report from VOA, their treadcasts to the | 
Soviet people were being jammed only at the pre-crisis level, a considerable 
decrease from that experienced during the Cuban developments pricr to 
October 28. Many news items concerning Cuba were being let through asa vell 
“ag feature articles, with considerably more sensitivity being shown by 
Soviet jemesrs ageinst news concersing the SinceIndian clashes than sgainst 
Cuban newse- . ᾿ 
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9. Ofvicial Statements on Cuban Situation Aveilable to the Soviet Public 
mrouvh the Soviet Press 


-U Thant October 25 Message to fhrushchkev - * 
-xhrushchev Message of October 25 to U Ἰδοῦ 
~President'a October 27 letter to Khrushchev 
eXnrushchev's Ootobes: 28 letter to the President. 
exhrush¢hev's October 28 letter to U Thant concerning dispatch of Kuznetsov 
. to Rew York . . 
Castro Statement to Prensa Lavina Advancing Five Conditions 
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